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the rule of law that protects the lives and
property of everyone. I call upon all citizens
to be calm and to abide by the law as the
legal process in this case continues. The
civil rights of all Americans demand this re-
spect.

I am meeting this morning with the Attor-

ney General of the United States to con-
sider this matter. We will work with Gov-
ernor Wilson, Mayor Bradley, and others to
ensure that all appropriate steps will be
taken to maintain law and order and to en-
sure that the legal process proceeds with
due deliberation.

Remarks on Civil Disturbances in Los Angeles, California
April 30, 1992

A tragic series of events have occurred
in Los Angeles that include frustration over
a verdict, the wanton destruction of prop-
erty, and the senseless death of several citi-
zens in the last few hours. I urge all Ameri-
cans to approach this situation with calm,
with tolerance, and with the respect for the
rights of all individuals under the Constitu-
tion.

The United States Department of Justice
will continue its criminal investigation of the
police violence case in Los Angeles to en-
sure that the civil rights laws of our Nation
are fully and equally applied. The Depart-
ment of Justice has been monitoring this
case since its inception, and as is customary
in these kinds of situations, the Justice De-
partment moved last night to accelerate the
investigation that it started several months
ago.

I have just met with the Attorney General
of the United States to consider the Federal
Government’s legal course at this point and
to review any other forms of assistance that
we should provide the State of California
and the city of Los Angeles. I also discussed
these matters this morning with Governor
Wilson and Mayor Tom Bradley and with

other senior members of my administration.
We are concerned about any question of
excessive police violence, and we are equally
concerned about excessive public violence.

The murder and destruction in the streets
of Los Angeles last night and today must
be stopped. Lootings, beatings, and random
violence against innocent victims must be
condemned. Society cannot tolerate this
kind of behavior.

There are some principles of law and of
behavior that should be repeated in these
circumstances. First, we must maintain a re-
spect for our legal system and a demand
for law and order. Second, we have a right
to expect a police force that protects our
citizens and behaves in a responsible man-
ner. Third, in the American conscience
there is no room for bigotry and racism.
And fourth, we have responsibilities as citi-
zens of this democracy.

I want everyone to know that the Federal
Government will continue to pursue its legal
responsibilities in this case.

Thank you very much.

Note: The President spoke at 12:05 p.m. in
the Briefing Room at the White House.

Message to the Congress Transmitting the District of Columbia
Budget and Supplemental Appropriations Request
April 30, 1992

To the Congress of the United States:
In accordance with the District of Colum-

bia Self-Government and Governmental Re-
organization Act, I am transmitting the Dis-
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trict of Columbia Government’s 1993 budg-
et request and 1992 budget supplemental
request.

The District of Columbia Government
has submitted two alternative 1993 budget
requests. The first alternative is for $3,311
million in 1993 and includes a Federal pay-
ment of $656 million, the amount author-
ized and requested by the D.C. Mayor and
City Council. The second alternative is for
$3,286 million and includes a Federal pay-
ment of $631 million, which is the amount
contained in the 1993 Federal budget. My
transmittal of this District budget, as re-

quired by law, does not represent an en-
dorsement of the contents.

As the Congress considers the District’s
1993 budget, I urge continuation of the pol-
icy enacted in the District’s appropriations
laws for fiscal years 1989–1992 of prohibit-
ing the use of both Federal and local funds
for abortions, except when the life of the
mother would be endangered if the fetus
were carried to term.

GEORGE BUSH

The White House,
April 30, 1992.

Statement by Press Secretary Fitzwater on the President’s Meeting
With President Richard von Weizsäcker of Germany
April 30, 1992

The President met for approximately one
hour with President Richard von
Weizsäcker of Germany, who is in the U.S.
on a state visit. The discussion focused on
the nature of the new partnership between
the U.S. and united Germany. The Presi-
dent stressed our intention to maintain a
strong presence in Europe, along with the
importance of NATO and the North Atlan-

tic Cooperation Council. He also reiterated
our support for reforms and controlling nu-
clear weapons in Russia and the other re-
publics. President Bush said it was impor-
tant to reach an agreement on GATT soon
and that he looked forward to addressing
these and other issues at the upcoming G–
7 meeting in Munich.

Nomination of Robert L. Barry To Be United States Ambassador to
Indonesia
April 30, 1992

The President today announced his inten-
tion to nominate Robert L. Barry, of New
Hampshire, a career member of the Senior
Foreign Service, Class of Career Minister,
to be Ambassador to the Republic of Indo-
nesia. He would succeed John Cameron
Monjo.

Since 1989, Ambassador Barry has served
as Special Adviser for East European Assist-
ance to the Deputy Secretary of State. Prior
to this, he served as Deputy Director of
the Voice of America at the U.S. Informa-
tion Agency, 1987–89; and as the U.S. Rep-

resentative to the Conference on Disar-
mament in Europe, 1985–87.

Ambassador Barry graduated from Dart-
mouth College (B.A., 1956) and Columbia
University (M.A., 1962). He was born Au-
gust 28, 1934, in Pittsburgh, PA. Ambas-
sador Barry served in the U.S. Navy, 1957–
60. He is married, has two children, and
resides in Washington, DC.
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